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1 Claim.
This invention relates to vehicles.and more par-
ticularly %o a trailer .specifically designed to pro-
vide a poriable office which may be located where
ever such facilities are Cdasired.

The invention further econtemplates the in- |

corporation of specific office equipment in a ve-
hicle of the trailer type and in which such of-
fice equipment becomes an integral part .of .such
vehicle and materially contributeg to the strue-
tural strength thereof.

Heretofore trailers .0of the type contemplated
by this invention have besn constructed by bro-
viding a chassis and merely :assembly ihereon
a shell to provide the necessary enclosure with-
out the provision of any cross bracing or any
other means to provide material struciural
strength. ‘Conseguently, :after relatively :short
usage, pariicuiarly over rough roads, these trail-
ers have required major overhauls with the con-
sequent figh cost of maintenance which this in-
vention specifically avoids. Furthermore where
these prior art trailers have been utilized to pro-
vide ‘specialized wehicles such as might be uti-
lized for office -equipment it has been .customary
to merely place therein :desks, drafting tables,
file cabinsts and other ‘equipment which might
be needed for the particular job .at hand with-
cui any consideration whatseever for the load
distribution or for the fact that the structural

strength characteristics of the trailer were net s

sufficient to take care .of such equipment. Fur-
thermore, there was o .attempt whatsoever to
tie in this equipment with the.structural features
of the trailer in order o provide .additional

strength and contribute to the useable life -of

stich trailer thereby reducing maintenance costs.

it is therefore :an object -of this invention to
provide a vehicle of the trailer type in which of-
fice equipment such :as desks .or the like is in-
stalied therein as a permanent part.of the trailer
structure and in which such equipment mate~
rially contributes to the struefural strength .of
the trailer.

A further object of the invention is the pro-
vigion of a vehicle of ‘the #railer $ype :in which
the usual heating and-sanitary facilities are pro-~
vided and in which additional woffice facilities
stich as desks, drawing hoards and the like are
installed and further in which a dividing parti~

tion is specifically utilized #o provide :additional .

structural strength for the vehicle.

A still further object :of the -invention -is the
provision .of a vehicle of the trailer type in which
office eguipment such s desks and the like may
be installed and in which such equipment is in-

&

gy

1h

20

26

40

45

1]

(€l 296—24)

tegrally united with the ftrailer structure with-
ocut necessitating major redesign or changes in
such structure.

Another object of the invention is the provision
of ‘a vehicle of the trailer type in which a con-
ventional wpartition normally installed in such
vehicles is slightly modified to provide materially
increased strength to the trailer structure.

Burther objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the following deserip-
tion taken in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawings wherein:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of .a trailer con-

structed in accordance with this invention and

with parts broken away to .show the internal ar-
rangement and siructure of the vehicle;

Fig. 2, a fragmentary perspective view with
parts broken away to show the infernal arrange~
meunt.of certain of the features of the vehicle;

g, 3, a transverse sectional view showing the
manner of integrally uniting certain of the furni-
ture in the vehicle with the structure thereof in
order to provide additional strength;

Fig. 4, a transverse sectional view showing the
manner.of utilizing a.dividing partition to impart
additional strength to the siructure of the ve-
hicle; and

¥ig. b, a perspective view showing the chassis
onn which ithe trailer of this invention is con-
structed.

With continued reference to the drawing there
is shovwn in Fig. 5 -a chassis {€ upon which the
trailer of this invention may be constructed.
Chassis 18 comprises a plurality -of substantially

parallel longitudinally .extending beams (1 which

are joined together into a substantially integral
{framework by cross members 12. The outer lon-

gitudinally extending beams 14{ may be kent in-

wardly -substantially centrally thereof to provide
an-opening for receiving ground-engaging wheels
i8. "Wheels 13 may be journalled upon trans-
versely extending I-beams:or-other suitable struc-
tural members 14 which are connected with the
rerainder .of the -chassis to provide -sufficient

-strength -to support the .entire weight of the ve-~

hicle. Af the forward end of the chassis 18 there
may be provided a frame {5 whieh may be of A
shape or :any cther .design or configuration and

‘the forward end 18 thereof .may be provided with
the wsual trailer hitch to permit .counling the

trailer o the fowing wvehicle. The longitudinal
chassis frame members 1l may ‘well be of echan~
nel .cross section and the cross frame rmember
{2 may be provided with apertures {7 adjacent

the ouber ends thereof for receiving :suitable fas~
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tening means to secure the body of the vehicle
thereto.

The entire body of the vehicle is provided by an
outer skin (8 of sheet metal or other suitable ma-~
terial and an inner skin 20 spaced therefrom be-
tween which may be placed sound and heat in-
sulating material t9. The plates or sheets form-~
ing the floor portion 21, the side porticns 22 and
the rcof portion 23 may be united together by
welding, riveting or the like to provide a substan-
tially unitary structure and this entire assembly
may be prefabricated and installed on the chassis
{0 as a unit. The side wall portions 22 and the
end wall portions 24 may be provided with suit-
able windows 28 certain of which may be cpened
to provide sufficient light and ventilation for the
interior of the vehicle.

A door 26 may be provided in one of the side
walls 22 and in order o provide additional illumi-
nation a window 27 may also be incorporated in
the door. If desired additional access means in
the form of a door 28 may alsc be incerporated in
one of the side walls 22 but such additional door
is not necessary to this invention.

The interior of the trailer of this invention may
be provided with several of the usual facilities
and conveniences found therein such as a heating
stove 28 which may be provided with a vent 39
extending through the roof &3 of the vehicle to
the atmosphere, this vent 30 being provided with
a jacket 3! and air outlets 32 adjacent the upper
end thereof to dissipate heated air to the interior
of the vehicle. Stove 29 may also be provided
with air outlet louvers 33 for dissipating addi-
tional heated air to the interior of the vehicie and
there meay also he provided a conduit 234 con-
nected to the stove 29 for conducting heated air
to another part of the vehicle which may bhe par-
titioned therefrom. Also a seat 35 may be pro-
vided having cushions 38 thereon and a closet for
enclosure 37 for receiving garments or for other
storage purposes may be provided and likewise
another closet or enclosure 33 may be provided in
another part of the vehicle.

A partition 3% may be provided to divide the
vehicle into two compartments 48 and 44 and as
shown in Figs. 1 and 4 partition 29 may well com-
prise spaced panels 42 and 43 supported by a gen-
erally rectangular frame 44, Frame 44 as shown
in Fig. 4 is provided at the corners thersof with
gusset plates 45 which are secured to upper cross
member 47 and side members 46 by screw
threaded fastening means, vivets or the like 48,
frame 44 also being provided with gusset plates
48 for securing the frame and panels 42 and 43
to the floor 21 and the cross chassis members §1.
Gusset plates £42 may be secured to the side frame
members 48 and the floor 2{ and cross frame
members {7 by screw threaded fastening means,
rivets or the like 50. It will thus be seen that
frame 44 together with panels 42 and 43 consti-
tute a cross bracing structure which materially
contributes to the strength of the framework of
the vehicle and prevents weaving and consequent
structural failures in the body of the vehicle, In
order to perimit convenient passage to and from
the compartments 40 and 41 a sliding door 5
may be provided in the partition 39, this door §i
being conveniently operated by handles 52. Since
partition 39 divides the vehicle into two compart-
ments 48 and 41 the hot air conduit 34 is extended
through this partition and an outlet louver 53 is
provided therein in order to heat the compari-
ment 40.

The compartment 41 being the larger of the
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two compartments may include a drafting table
84 provided with the usual drawers §5 for receiv-~
ing drafting equipment and the like and on the
opposite side of the vehicle there may be provided
a rack 86 for receiving completed drawings or
blue prints which it may be necessary to refer to
at frequent intervals.

Since the vehicle of this invention is primarily
designed to provide portable office space which
may be moved from place to place as such faeili-
ties are required, it is an importaat part of the
invention that desks are supplied in each com-
partment 48 and 41 of the vehicle which, if nec-
essary, can be separated by the partition 38 and
door 5! to provide at least two private office
spaces. 'These desks 51 and 5% may be located
in each end of the vehicle and as best shown
in Figs. 1 and 3 may comprise a relatively un-
impeded top portion 58 having a knee hole space
60 therebeneath and may alsoc be provided with
suitable drawers 61 for receiving papers or other
desired paraphernalia. The desks 57 and 58 are
constructed as integral units and secured (o
the studs 82 supporting the side walls 22 of
the vehicle by angle irons or other suitable struec-
tural members §3. These angle irons may he
secured to the desk tops and to the studs 62 by
rivets, screw threaded fastening imeans or the
like 64 and also the desks are secured to the
central longitudinal chassis members { | by angle
irons or the like 5. These angle irons may
be secured to the desks and to the chassis {rame
members 1 by rivets, screw threaded fastening
members or the like 686.

Desks 37 and 58 thus become substantially
integral parts of the vehicle and materially con-
tribute to the structural strength thereof which
prevents bending or weaving of the parts of
the vehicle and thus material prevents failure of
these parts and consequent high meaintenance
costs.

It will thus be seen that hy the above described
invention there has been provided a vehicle of the
trailer type in which particular equipment such
as that needed for a portable office is installed
and in which such equipment becomes an in-
tegral part of the vehicle and materially contrib-
utes to the structural rigidity and strength there-
of. 'This installation has been accomplished
without in any way sacrificing convenience ox
ease in manufacture and in addition the conven-
tional partition normally supplied in such vehi-
cles has been modified te provide additional struc~
tural rigidity to the vehicle. The installation of
the equipment contemplated by this invention
may be made without in any way inecreasing the
difficulties or cost of manufacture and conse-
quently a vehicle particularly adapted for the
needs presented by a portable office is solved by
this invention and at the same time a vehicle of
the trailer type of superior and long wearing
quality is provided.

It will be obvious to those skilled in the art
that various changes may be made in the inven-
tion without departing from the spirit and scope
thereof and therefore the invention is not Iim-
ited by that which is shown in the drawings and
described in the specification but only as in-
dicated in the appended claim.

What is claimed is:

A trailer vehicle body comprising stringers ex-
tending substantially the length thereof, means
for mounting wheels from said stringers inter-
mediate the ends of the stringers and the body

3 for supporting said trailer body, upright stud-
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ding extending from gaid stringers defining the
outside walls of the trailer, sheet malerial rigid
in the plane of the sheei material fixed o the
studding to form rigid walls for closing the bhody
and maintaining the spacing of the studd
reinforeing the walls against vertical bending, a
igid reof supported upon said diding and fix-
edly connected thereio providing an integral
structure with said sfringers, an upstanding rigid

partition extending across said vehicle adjacent
*r‘e wheels and intermediate the ends of the vehi-
cle and fixedly connected to said stringers, side
walls, and rocf for suppor me the roof and rigidi-
fying the body, said : 3
way therathrough o subetantmnly 1ess width and
height than said partition, s one-piece desk top
of a width sufficient to accommodate a seabed
person, mounted at sach end of the vehicle ex-
tending completely across said vehicle and to the
adjacent end of the vehicle and szcured to the
studding of the side walls and providing a knee
hole below each of said desk tops, said partition
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and desk tops serving to rigidify said body where-
by the total structural weight may be kept to a
rainimum.
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